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Survivors of Quetta
Horror Arrive Here

i

MR FRED RIDLEY (right) and mem bers of his family who arrived in Mel-
bourne today aboard the Maloja. They were in Quetta, capital of British
Baluchistan, when the city was devastated by the recent earthquake. Mrs

Ridley’

T,

<hours in {lhe dark=
ing the Quetta earth- l
juake, and the horrors of the
three following days when friends

and relatives were dragged dead
and injured from the ruins were re-
lated today by Mr F. Ridley, father of
a family of eight, who escaped serious
'injury, although their home crashed
labout them. He and his family are pas-
|sengers to Sydney in the Maloja.

Because of a presentiment, Mr Ridley,
who was employed at Quetta as a loco-
motive driver, rushed four of his daugh-
ters, Mary 8, Cynthia 14, Marie 13, and
Honor 11, out of the house before the
collapse.

But Mrs Ridley was buried beneath
fallen masonry and a heavy linen chest. |
She was rescued by her son, Douglas. |

Another daughter, Iris. was nursemaid!
i}éﬁﬁm Aﬁlexal%der Hotel. ihii ar;g the |
child  _of _swhom ..;gta,. ad !
eseaped injury, but 20 others perished

(in the ruins of the building. * I

|
The following day Mr Ridley and his | |

\son assisted in the rescue work, and,
ramong the dead. found Mr Ridley’s life-
Jong friend, Mr George Thackeray. Mrs
Thackeray lay beside her husband, critic-
lally injured, butsan 1l-months-old baby, !
|in the same bed. was unharmed. 1
{ “The scenes during the-three days fol-
lowing the duake were appalling,” said
Mr Ridley. “The dead had to be buried
in batches of 26 to a trench, the only )
|distinction for Europeans being that they
were buried apart from the natives.
“Many of the'corpses were unrecog- p
nisable: for others there was no one
Ito identify them, so they were buried
' nameless and unknown.” !
| _For three weeks after the disaster, Mr
Ridley &nd his family lived in tents, |
]being dependent for sustepance on the |
irations issued by the military authori-

| Mr Ridley had been in India for 33
vears. and Mrs Ridlew was born there
5% years ago. They will now make their
heme in Sydney. b ¢
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father, who met them at Port Melbourne, is seen standing heside



